
Fare clic per modificare lo stile del titolo

Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo dello schema

Understanding the Social Sciences and Humanities (SSH) 
integration in Security topics: Writing successful 

proposals including SSH aspects

@APRE2015

Webinar SEREN3 and Net4Society
14th of February 2017  

Elena Maffia 
maffia@apre.it

mailto:maffia@apre.it


Fare clic per modificare lo stile del titolo

Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo dello schema

AGENDA

SSH Integration in a nutshell

Reasons for SSH Integration 

The SSH Integration process

Best Practices example

Some data on SSH integration in 2015



Fare clic per modificare lo stile del titolo

Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo dello schema

SSH Integration in a nutshell
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Let’s start with Security– definition and objectives

SC7 SECURE SOCIETIES - PROTECTING FREEDOM AND SECURITY OF EUROPE AND ITS CITIZENS

“The Union, its citizens and its international partners are confronted with a range of security threats 
and challenges like crime, terrorism and mass emergencies due to man-made or natural disasters. 
These can span across borders and aim at physical targets or the cyberspace. it is necessary to develop 
and apply innovative technologies, solutions, foresight tools and knowledge, stimulate cooperation 
between providers and users, find civil security solutions, improve the competitiveness of European 
security, industry and services, including ICT, and prevent and combat the abuse of privacy and 
breaches of human rights in Internet and elsewhere, while ensuring European citizens' individual 
rights and freedom.” (Horizon 2020 Specific Programme) 

Security is: 
•Protection of a person, building, organization, or country 
against threats such as crime or attacks by foreign countries
• The feeling of being confident in one's family and 
relationships 

Cambridge Dictionary
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Let’s start with Security– WP 2016-2017 

The overall strategic orientation of the ' Secure societies – Protecting 
freedom and security of Europe and its citizens ' Work Programme
2016-2017 is explained with the following : 

Several research priorities: critical infrastructure protection, 
disaster-resilience: safeguarding and securing society, border 
security and external security, fight against crime and 
terrorism, digital security

Tackling terrorist ideas and beliefs, whilst respecting human rights and 
privacy; reduce the loss of human life, environmental, economic and 

material damage from natural and man-made disasters; civil protection to 
humanitarian relief, peace-keeping and post-crisis stabilisation, including 

conflict prevention, peace-building and mediation, peace and justice
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FP7 – Cooperation Programme
Theme 8 ‘Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities’

Horizon 2020 – No self-standing SSH programme
SSH are integrated as a cross-cutting issue

SSH Integration - an Introduction
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SSH is a 

cross-cutting issue, Trans-
disciplinarity is part of the 

evaluation criteria

Programme
dedicated to SSH, No reference 
to disciplines working together 

in the evaluation criteria 

Past vs Present

HEALTH

NANO

SSH
Transport

ENV
ICT

FOOD
Security

Space

WORKING TOGETHERWORKING INDEPENDENTLY
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Socio-economic Sciences and Humanities integrated in 
Horizon 2020

Excellent Science

 European Research Council

 Frontier research by the best 
individual teams

 Future and Emerging 
Technologies

 Collaborative research to open 
new fields of innovation

 Marie Skłodowska Curie actions

 Opportunities for training and 
career development

 Research infrastructures 
(including e-infrastructure)

 Ensuring access to world-class 
facilities

Industrial Leadership

 Leadership in enabling and 
industrial technologies

 ICT, nanotechnologies, 
materials, biotechnology, 
manufacturing, space

 Access to risk finance

 Leveraging private finance and 
venture capital for research 
and innovation

 Innovation in SMEs

 Fostering all forms of 
innovation in all types of SMEs

Societal Challenges

 Health, demographic change 
and wellbeing

 Food security, sustainable 
agriculture, marine and 
maritime research & the 
bioeconomy

 Secure, clean and efficient 
energy

 Smart, green and integrated 
transport

 Climate action, environment, 
resource efficiency and raw 
materials

 Inclusive, innovative and 
reflective societies

 Security society

European Institute of Innovation and Technology (EIT)

Spreading Excellence and Widening Participation

Science with and for society

Joint Research Center (JRC)

EURATOM

Cross-cutting Issues
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Reasons for Integration
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Why are the SSH disciplines integrated?    

COMPLEX 

SOCIETAL 

ISSUES

STEM disciplines 
(science, technology, 

engineering and 
mathematics)

Integration of SSH: solutions and 
products that are socially 

acceptable, directly applicable or 
marketable and cost-effective 

SSH disciplines 
(social sciences and 

humanities)
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SSH aspects include…

Human behaviour and choices, 

lifestyles and well-being 

Economic analysis and business 

models 

Legal, institutional and political 

frameworks 

Human geography and 

demographic trends 

Historical considerations

Social innovation

Cultural and anthropological aspects

Source: google

Variations across social groups
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Why do I need to integrate SSH in my proposals?

 SSH experts are called by EC to contribute to framing the 
questions and issues to be tackled in Horizon 2020

 Topics are 'flagged' for SSH by EC , i.e. they point to SSH 
research as integral part of the expertise needed to properly 
address the issue outlined in the topic

 Proposals submitted for topics 'flagged' for SSH should 
contain meaningful, integrated contributions from SSH 
researchers  

 Evaluation panels include SSH expertise: evaluators briefed on 
how to identify and evaluate SSH aspects 
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Examples of Evaluation – a good practice
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Examples of Evaluation – a good practice
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Examples of Evaluation – a good practice
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Examples of Evaluation – a bad practice



Fare clic per modificare lo stile del titolo

Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo dello schema

Examples of Evaluation – a bad practice
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The SSH Integration process
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The full Integration process

1. TOPIC ANALYSIS 

2. Identification of 
SSH terminology

3. Identify the relevant
disciplines and find the right 

partners

4. Integrate SSH in your
proposals

(activities, budget, etc.)
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1. Topic analysis => SSH-flagged topics

2. Topics with an SSH component or RELEVANT for SSH

1. Topics DEDICATED to SSH 

 Multidisciplinary topics where finding a solution requires knowledge 

and input from both SSH and STEM 

 Consortia submitting proposals will need to include both STEM and 

SSH partners

 Finding a solution relies on knowledge and input from SSH 

researchers and practitioners

 Consortia submitting proposals will mainly consist of partners 

from various SSH disciplines

When you analyse the topic, you need to be aware that it can 
be a SSH-flagged topic => DEDICATED or RELEVANT

1. TOPIC
ANALYSIS 
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To assign the SSH flag, you have to answer 'yes' to two key questions:

 Are SSH terminology and research questions (examples provided in 
WP guidance document) included in the scope section of the topic?

 Will the consortium require SSH partners to adequately and 
comprehensively address the issue at stake?

HOW TO ASSIGN THE SSH-FLAG TO TOPICS IN WP16-17? 

Source: EC

1. TOPIC
ANALYSIS 
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The full Integration process – 2nd Step

1. TOPIC
ANALYSIS 

2. Identification of 
SSH terminology

3. Identify the 
relevant disciplines
and find the right 

partners

4. Integrate 
SSH in your
proposals

(activities, budget, 
etc.)
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Choose if it’s:   

2. Identification of SSH terminology

Identified SSH terminology: 
 Societal and political

acceptance; 
 Human behaviour; 
 Legal frameworks; 
 Societal issues; 
 Risk of discrimination

DEDICATED

topic (only

SSH 

disciplines)

RELEVANT

topic (SSH 

and STEM 

disciplines
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2. Terminology of SSH Integration found in Security sector in 
2017

• societal and political acceptance of technologies 

• human behavior

• legal frameworks 

• social connections, messages and preferences of users

• acceptability by the society 

• right to data portability, the right to be forgotten, data protection impact assessments and the various 
implementations of the principle of accountability.

• safeguarding the data and privacy of citizens

• cost-effective and user-friendly verification methods 

• identify and address the societal dimensions 

• Fundamental Rights 

• Increased Trust and Confidence in the Digital Single Market 
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Net4Society - SSH Opportunities in H2020 

http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_opportunities_document_update2017.pdf

Opportunities
in SC7 topics

Is there a document where I can find the selection of all the             
SSH-flagged topics, both dedicated and relevant?

http://www.net4society.eu/_media/SSH_opportunities_document_update2017.pdf
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Dedicated topic
SEC-07-FCT-2016-2017 Human Factor for the Prevention, Investigation, 
and Mitigation of Criminal and Terrorist Acts

Relevant topic
SEC-18-BES–2017 Acceptance of "no gate crossing point solutions" 
DS-08-2017 Privacy, Data Protection, Digital Identities

Topic with minor rilevance
SEC-15-BES–2017 Risk-based screening at border crossing 
SEC-16-BES–2017 Through-foliage detection, including in the 
outermost regions of the EU 
DS-07-2017 Addressing Advanced Cyber Security Threats and Threat 
Actors 
CIP-01-2016-2017: Prevention, detection, response and mitigation of 
the combination of physical and cyber threats to the critical 
infrastructure of Europe. 

SSH – flagged topics in SC7 2017* 

* Topics identified in the Opportunities document published by NET4SOCIETY
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The full Integration process – 3rd Step

1. TOPIC 
ANALYSIS 

2. 
Identification

of SSH 
terminology

3. Identifying of the relevant
disciplines and finding the right 

partners

4. Integrate 
SSH in your
proposals

(activities, budget, 
etc.)
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3. Identify the relevant disciplines… 

2. Identification of 
SSH terminology

3. Identification of 
SSH disciplines to 

involve

Identified SSH terminology: 
 Societal and political

acceptance; 
 Human behaviour; 
 Legal frameworks; 
 Societal issues; 
 Risk of discrimination

Psichology

Sociology

Anthropology

Social aspects

Human rights

Law

Education
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3. … and find the right partners

Visit the websites of the NCP networks and find relevant events!!  



Fare clic per modificare lo stile del titolo

Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo dello schema

3. … and find the right partners

If you are a researcher from
Security and you need a SSH 
researcher

RESEARCH DIRECTORY                
offered by Net4Society 
project, with more than 1100 
profiles from 30 countries

http://www.net4society.eu/public/research-directory/

Or ask your NCPs for SC7 and SC6

http://www.net4society.eu/public/research-directory/
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3. … and find the right partners

If you are a researcher from 
SSH interested in Security 

topics

SeReMa
Security Research

Map

http://www.security-research-map.eu/

Or ask your NCPs for SC7 and SC6

http://www.security-research-map.eu/
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The full Integration process – 4th Step

1. TOPIC
ANALYSIS 

2. 
Identification

of SSH 
terminology

3. Identify the 
relevant disciplines
and find the right 

partners

4. Integrate SSH in 
your proposal

(activities, budget, etc.)
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4. Integrate SSH in your proposals

You need to 
integrate 

SSH in all the 
parts

Excellence

Impact

Implementation

Work Packages Description
Please be sure that the 
distribution of WPs, Tasks
and activities is proper
among all partners and the 
SSH integration is guaranteed
also in the abstract, and 
deliverablesYou need to 

integrate SSH 
researcher/insti
tutions in your

consortium

You need to cover 

all the disciplines

identified in the 

topic including the 

right partners

Budget

You need to 
assign ADEQUATE

budget to both
STEM and SSH 

partners
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Identify any trans-disciplinary
consideration and where relevant
use of stakeholder knowledge => 
SSH integration

4. Integrate SSH in your proposals

You need to integrate SSH in the Excellence
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4. Integrate SSH in your proposals

You need to integrate SSH in the Impact

The SSH 
contributions should 
include the impact 
on society, 
economy, and the 
uptake by 
society/industry/pu
blic policy of the 
proposed actions to 
address the 
problem/challenge 
at stake.
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How will the consortium bring
together the necessary expertise? 
How do the members complement
one another? => SSH partners

4. Integrate SSH in your proposals

You need to integrate SSH in the 
Implementation
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Evaluation of SSH aspects in proposals

Section in the Online 
Manual which
explains how to
address and 
evaluate the SSH 
Integration

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/faqs/faq-938.html

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/support/faqs/faq-938.html
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Best practices example
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An Example: Unity project

Unity project

Strengthening the connection between police 
and communities to maximise the safety and 
security of all citizens

Type of action: RIA 

WP Part: SC7 Secure societies – Protecting freedom 
and security of Europe and its citizens 

Call: Fight against crime and terrorism

Topic: FCT-14-2014: Enhancing cooperation between 
law enforcement agencies and citizens - Community 
policing

https://www.unity-project.eu/

https://www.unity-project.eu/
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An Example: Unity
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Work Packages

An Example: Unity

Several WPs include or 
are dedicated to SSH 
disciplines
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Consortium – SSH disciplines

Police and Crime; public safety
management; policing
research; social and economic 
impact at local, national and 
international level; law 
enforcement, migration, 
harmonization 
and implementation of 
the legislation in the areas of 
migration; border control and 
police cooperation; effective 
policies and strategies in the 
area of crime prevention

An Example: Unity
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Some data on SSH integration in 2015
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• In 2015, 197 million (in 2014 236 million) have been awarded to 
SSH partners out of a total of 888 million (in 2014 1,1 billion) that 
was flagged for SSH in calls of the 7 societal challenges and LEIT. 

• 27% of consortia partners (in 2014 26%)in projects funded under 
SSH-flagged topics have SSH expertise and contribute it to the 
projects

• In WP 2016-17, 41% of call topics are flagged for SSH (compared 
to 37% in 2014-15)

• The quality of integrating the SSH in WP 2016-17 has been 
further improved (e.g. improved topic descriptions with appropriate 
SSH wording, improved variety of SSH disciplines)

Monitoring Report - results of the new policy 

MONITORING  REPORT   2015
SOCIAL SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES (SSH)

https://bookshop.europa.eu/en/integration-of-social-sciences-and-humanities-in-
horizon-2020-pbKI0116934/

https://bookshop.europa.eu/en/integration-of-social-sciences-and-humanities-in-horizon-2020-pbKI0116934/
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This indicator aggregates the performance of each project along four dimensions and 
associated thresholds, assessing whether: 

 Share of SSH partners is higher than 10% and 20%

 Budget going to SSH is higher than 10% and 20%

 Person-months by SSH partners are higher than 10% and 20%

 Contributions from SSH came from at least two distinct SSH disciplines

The quality of SSH integration in each project :

• None No threshold was met for any of the four dimensions

• Weak Threshold met for one dimension

• Fair Threshold met for two or three dimensions

• Good Threshold met for all four dimensions

QUALITY OF SSH INTEGRATION IN PROJECTS FUNDED 
UNDER SSH-FLAGGED TOPICS IN 2015

45

Double
scenario
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INTEGRATION OF SSH IN 2015

Overall, 37% of the topics were‘flagged’ for SSH in 2014-2015

14

10 10
9

6
5

4

2

SC3 SC2 SC7 SC5 SC1 SC4 ICT NMPB

SSH-flagged topics

Source: EC
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Integration of SSH in the 2015 WP

37% of topics 'flagged'  for SSH in 2014-2015

Source: EC

24 23

36

16

22

28

37

20

37

13

6

10

14

5

9

23

10

4
2

0

SC1 SC2 SC3 SC4 SC5 SC6 SC7 ICT NMPB SPACE

SSH integration

Total number of topics Number os SSH-flagged topics
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Integration of SSH in 2015 – focus on Security 

Number 
of topics

79%

Topics 
flagged 
for SSH 

21%

Topics in Security

Total number
of topics

37

N. SSH-
flagged topics

10

Discipline prevalence in projects funded under 
SSH-flagged topics

Disciplines and clusters of
disciplines

N. of
experts

% of experts

Poitical science, PA 57 25%

Sociology 41 18%

Law 34 15%

Non-Research activities
(communities and project 
management

25 11%

History 23 10%

Psychology 18 8%

Business, Marketing 16 7%

Economics 7 3%

Humanities, the Arts 4 2%

Anthropology, Ethnology 1 0%

Education 0 0%

Demography, Geography 0 0%
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Integration of SSH in 2015 – focus on Security 

With the 10% threshold

Good
82%

Fair
18%

Quality of SSH 
integration

N. projects % projects

With the 10% threshold

None 0 0%

Weak 0 0%

Fair 2 18%

Good 9 82%

Total 11 100%

Quality of SSH 
integration

N. projects % projects

With the 20% threshold

None 0 0%

Weak 1 9%

Fair 2 18%

Good 8 73%

Total 11 100%

Good
75%

Fair
17%

Weak
8%



Fare clic per modificare lo stile del titolo

Fare clic per modificare lo stile del sottotitolo dello schema

INTEGRATION OF THE SSH IN THE 2016-17 WP

Tot Tot. N.  
topics

N. of SSH flagged
topics

SC1 37 18

SC2 83 43

SC3 61 13

SC4 55 24

SC5 29 12

SC6 39 37

SC7 30 14

ICT 39 10

NMPB 52 11

SPACE 21 1

37

83

61
55

29

39

30

39

52

2118

43

13

24

12

37

14
10 11

1

Tot. N. topics SSH flagged topics
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Stay informed

Via Net4Society’s:

• Website:
www.net4society.eu

• Social networks

• Newsletters:
* ISSUES e-magazine
* e-newsletter
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION!!

NET4SOCIETY SSH Integration team: 

• Elena Maffia => maffia@apre.it

• Natalia Morazzo => morazzo@apre.it

• Monique Longo => longo@apre.it

mailto:maffia@apre.it
mailto:morazzo@apre.it
mailto:longo@apre.it

